Wanda Lee Taylor Burke Haag
August 7, 1930 - April 14, 2020

Wanda Lee Taylor Burke Haag was born on August 7, 1930 and left this world on April 14,
2020 in Knoxville, TN. Four words best describe the vibrant life that Wanda lived:
Courage, Faith, Compassion, and Caring. Wanda was born in Miami, Florida, to Lee and
Myrtle Sykes. Upon graduation from Miami High School, Wanda attended Mars-Hill
College where she worked toward a degree in Divinity. She returned to Miami to marry
Gilbert Burke. Throughout her life, Wanda excelled at courageously turning tragedy into
joy. When her husband, Gilbert, was diagnosed with cancer only a few months after they
were married, Wanda cared for him with deep love, until he passed away. As a young
widow, Wanda courageously found her way to Abilene, TX to continue her studies.
However, very soon she was called to bravely face tragedy again when her father was
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, and she returned to Miami to assist in his care until his
death. Yet rather than allowing deep sadness to overtake her, Wanda decided that these
opportunities to care for those she loved during their final illnesses showed her that she
was a compassionate and caring nurse. She returned to Abilene, TX to begin her nursing
studies and obtained her degree in Nursing from Harden-Simmons (and later also
received her Master’s Degree in Nursing).
While in Abilene, Wanda met John Haag, to whom she was married for over 50 years, and
they have three children, Cecelia, Laura, and Lee. They traveled the world with John’s Air
Force career. With each move, it was Wanda who made the new house a home. Wanda
located the house, enrolled the children in school, found a nursing job for herself, and
found a church home for the family. In each new location, John and Wanda quickly made
new, lifelong friends. After John retired, it was Wanda’s turn to follow her career dreams.
She took a job as the Director of Nursing at Golden Plains Community in Borger, Texas,
from 1975 to 1980. John and Wanda then moved to Midwest City where she was the
Director of Nursing Services at Midwest City Hospital from 1980 until she retired.
In 2000, John and Wanda moved to Knoxville, TN. They again made deep, loving
relationships with friends from Central Baptist Church of Bearden, the YMCA Swim Group,
and volunteer groups. Shortly after John’s death in 2012, Wanda moved to Atria Weston
where she again made deep and loving friendships with other residents and with the staff
who cared for her with so much love.

John and Wanda instilled in their children a deep faith in God, and they both saw that faith
as their most valuable gift to their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Wanda
also instilled in her family a sense of humor and compassion. Wanda had a unique gift in
showing how much she cared, and people were drawn to tell her their deepest needs. Her
caring and compassion showed through each day as she listened and prayed for those
who were caring for her at Atria.
Wanda is survived by children, Cecelia and Frank Morris (Knoxville), Laura McConnellCorbyn and George Corbyn (Oklahoma City), and Lee and Trudy Haag (Forest, VA). She
is survived by six grandchildren, Zach (Lindsay) Morris, Taylor (Sterling) Mullen, Danielle
(Jacob) Pasby, Ryleigh McConnell, Heather Haag and Brad Haag, and four greatgrandchildren, John Shaffer, Hunter, and Sutton Pasby, and Charlotte Morris.
The family wishes to thank the staff of Atria Weston for their loving, patient, and
compassionate care of Wanda. Memorial gifts honoring her life may be made to the
Florida Baptist Children’s Homes, PO Box 8190, Lakeland, FL 33802.
A private graveside service for the family will be held at East Tennessee State Veterans
Cemetery, Gov. John Sevier Hwy.
Online condolences may be extended at www.rosemortuary.com
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Private Interment Service
East Tennessee State Veterans Cemetery - Gov. John Sevier Hwy.
2200 E Governor John Sevier Hwy, Knoxville, TN, US, 37920

Comments

“

Sending our condolences and love. Wanda's smile was a constant, and her love and
faith just surrounded her like a beautiful light. Wanda was always gracious, even
when the kids were young and playing loudly in the backyard- surely disturbing the
peaceful afternoon out on the deck between her and John! She never complained. I
don't think I ever saw Wanda without a smile and she always made time to talk with
me. I am so sorry for your loss, and my prayers are with your whole family.
Miriam, Dan, Zach, Rebecca, and Josh

Miriam Mangers - April 16, 2020 at 04:13 PM

“

Ray and I are so sorry for your loss. We were John and Wanda’s neighbors when
they lived on Summitridge. They were so kind and we loved them so much. We have
fond memories of them. Prayers for your family during this time.

Ray and DeAnn Asbaty - April 16, 2020 at 01:55 PM

