Marilyn Mandle Dick
April 27, 1923 - February 8, 2019

On Friday February 8, 2019, Marilyn Mandle Dick passed peacefully and gracefully into
heaven as a young 95 year old. Her life will be celebrated Saturday March 9, 2019 at
Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church, 3700 Keowee Ave., Knoxville, TN. Musical
celebration will begin at 2:30pm, the service will be at 3pm. Friends will be received in
Barron Hall following the ceremony. Marilyn was born in Paris, TN on April 27, 1923 to the
late Sidney Ralston Mandle and Elna Richardson Mandle. From an early age, she was
bright and creative, participating in childhood productions, and later a love of writing
romantic stories. At 16, Marilyn represented Tennessee in California for the National
Forensic League, which awarded her the Degree of Excellence in Dramatic Reading. She
attended Sweet Briar College and graduated from Vanderbilt in 1946. On March 18, 1947,
she married James Dick, also from Paris. At the time of their marriage, the newspaper
described her as beautiful and vivacious, and James certainly agreed. They lived briefly in
Lexington, KY before relocating to Knoxville, where they spent the rest of their lives raising
four children, building a business and giving back to their community. Marilyn was a strong
partner for James. He was often heard saying that he would have never accomplished
what he did without her. Her children can attest to this; for they were a team and the love
of each other's lives. Marilyn loved people, was giving, steady and very pragmatic. She
had a wonderful sense of humor and an ever-present twinkle in her eye. Helping others
was important to both Marilyn and James, and they did so through countless East
Tennessee charities. Founding the Joy of Music School for children in need gave them
great happiness. They also supported the arts, gifting the Tennessee Theater to Knoxville,
and supporting the Knoxville Symphony. Marilyn served as President of the Women's
Guild of the Knoxville Symphony Society, was a member of the Nine O'clock Cotillion and
the Knoxville Garden Club. Faith played a large part in Marilyn's life. She was a student of
the Bible and an active member at Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church and the Wee Kirk
Church in Linville, NC. Marilyn is preceded in death by her husband, James Allen Dick,
Sr., beloved daughter Jeannette Dick Hundley, and brothers, Robert Mandle, Sidney
Mandle, and sister, Jeannette Mandle Dunlap. She is survived by three children; James
Allen Dick Jr. (Anne), Emily Dick McAlister (Hill), Charles Arthur Dick (Desiree) and son-inlaw Franklyn Y. Hundley Jr., twelve grandchildren and three great grandchildren. The

family would like to thank and recognize all of Marilyn's friends from WIVK; some of whom
were like sons and daughters to her. You brought her joy in your companionship, rides,
meals, technical assistance and above all, your friendship. We are thankful and grateful to
each of you, particularly Jenni Wylie. We are also eternally thankful and grateful to her aid,
Virginia Taylor. In lieu of flowers, Marilyn would prefer you make a contribution to the Joy
of Music School, 1209 Euclid Ave NW #1, Knoxville, TN 37921, or to a charity of your
choice. When asked what she wanted in her obituary, she said just put "SHE CAME AND
SHE WENT". That she did and brightened a lot of lives along the way. She was loved and
will be missed. Online condolences may be sent to www.rosemortuary.com. Arrangements
provided by Rose Mortuary Mann Heritage Chapel.

Events
MAR
9

Celebration of Life

03:00PM

Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church
3700 Keowee Avenue, Knoxville, TN, US, 37919

MAR
9

Receiving of Friends
Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church
3700 Keowee Avenue, Knoxville, TN, US, 37919

Comments

“

Rest in peace my friend. i truly enjoyed our many years of friend ship. you will be
missed by so many of us. Betty Perry

Betty Perry - March 09, 2019 at 10:18 AM

“

Always loved Marilyn Dick. She made Sabra and myself so welcomed and warm to
be in her presence!! Steve Tatum

steve tatum - March 07, 2019 at 07:10 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Marilyn's passing. But the good news is she and James
lived long, full lives filled with generosity and accomplishments. They were greatly
respected and admired for who they were as well as for the example they set for the
community and others around them. We know where they are and we will see them
again. My thoughts are with you Allen, Emily, and Arthur. I hope to see you all again.

Judy Dick Dolan - March 04, 2019 at 10:52 PM

“

Allen, Emily, Arthur, you were very blessed to have your mom for such a long time.
Your parents were always very kind to me even after my divorce. They both had such
fulfilling lives and accomplished so much for the city. I know how proud you each
must be of them. Take comfort in the happy memories and hold them close to your
heart. Very sorry for your loss.
T.K. Barnett

TK Barnett - March 04, 2019 at 04:25 PM

“

I knew Marilyn and Jim through our involvement with the Knoxville Symphony and
the Joy of Music School. Marilyn - and Jim - were delightful, dedicated and generous
people. We were blessed to have known both of them. Marilyn was always such a
lovely, grackous lady. She and Jim will be missed by many but have been an

inspiration to the community. Our deepest sympathies to the family. Bette and
Richard Bryan

Bette Bryan - February 13, 2019 at 04:57 PM

