Donald Edwin Bachman
February 7, 1932 - July 2, 2020

Donald Edwin Bachman, of Knoxville, passed away on Thursday morning July 2, 2020. He
was born on February 7, 1932 in Perth Amboy, New Jersey and moved to Knoxville,
Tennessee in 1998.
Mr. Bachman graduated from Saint Louis University with a B.S. in Psychology and
afterwards served in the U.S. Army as a 2nd Lieutenant. He was Director of Personnel at
U.S. Metals in the 1950-60s, and retired from a 30-year career in the insurance industry in
the 1990s. In recent years, he was a dedicated volunteer at the University of Tennessee
Medical Center.
Always considered by family and friends to be a true Renaissance man, he was a poet,
painter, and philosopher. In the 1970s, he earned his private pilot’s license and for many
years enjoyed flying with his wife, Alberta, in their Cherokee 180 plane. He was also a
long-dedicated student of the martial arts, with expertise in Tai Kwan Do, Isshinryu, Aikido,
Tai chi chuan, and Qigong. He was a capacious reader, whose interests ranged from
Eastern mysticism, to the poetry of Wisława Szymborska and Czesław Miłosz, to modern
spy-thrillers. And as a lifelong nature-lover, he could always discern the sublime in the
trees, rocks, birds, and flowers right outside his door.
He was predeceased by his wife of 62 years, Alberta Theresa Bachman, and parents,
Stephen Bernard and Wanda (Kwiatkowski) Bachman.
He is survived by his four children, Christopher (Pearl River, NY), Daniel (Wall, NJ), Maria
(Murfreesboro, TN), Thea (Scotch Plains, NJ); seven grandchildren; sister, Mary Ann
Pluskota (Waretown, NJ); and many beloved extended family, including his spirited boxer,
“Kaidie.”
A Memorial will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial gifts
in Donald Bachman’s name be made to the University of Tennessee School of Music
Enrichment Fund, http://www.music.utk.edu/

Rose Mann is honored to serve Mr. Bachman’s family. Online condolences may be posted
at www.rosemortuary.com

Comments

“

I always considered Don and Alberta very special friends; we first meet in 2000.
I was fortunate enough to share many special times in their home before Alberta
slipped away and Don put it. I considered Alberta my special guardian angel and
Don her protector. He always looked out for her. They both are missed very much.
Such dear, precious people God placed in so many lives.
Marylee Vining

MaryLee Vining - July 21, 2020 at 04:17 PM

“

Don and Alberta were fellow travelers on a trip to Poland several years ago. My mom
and I first got to know them then. Later, I would see them occasionally at Immaculate
Conception, altho we usually went to different masses. It was always such fun
whenever there was a gathering and we could re-call memories from that wonderful
trip together. They were both quite special and I sincerely extend my sorrow for your
loss. Mikki Steinhoff

Michaeline M Steinhoff - July 16, 2020 at 01:50 PM

“

I had the privilege of getting to know Don when he volunteered with us at UTMC. I
always looked forward to seeing him walk in our door and I will miss him dearly.
Tracey Orris

Tracey Orris - July 09, 2020 at 02:49 PM

